[Cervical cord compression by hereditary multiple exostosis: case report and review of literature].
Hereditary multiple exostosis (HME) is an hereditary disease, characterized by the presence of multiple osteochondromas; 7% of patients with HME have a spinal disease. Through this observation, the authors discuss the diagnostic and therapeutic aspects of this rare lesion. A 45-year-old woman, operated 10 years ago for an exostosis of the right fibula and left femur. She has since few years paresthesia of all four limbs with distal predominance, walking fatigability kind of spinal claudication. The MRI shows a voluminous osteoma at the second cervical vertebra compressing the spinal cord. The patient was operated with macroscopically complete resection of the exostosis and C2 laminectomy. The cervical exostosis associated with HME is a rare disease. The clinical symptomatology is dominated by spinal cord compression and surgical treatment allows excellent clinical results.